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Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Hello and welcome to the music program for PaakumaÕ K-8 where we serve 
students in fourth through eighth grades.  First of all, thank you so much for 
giving me the opportunity to work with your child. It is always an exciting time 
to be part of the Paakuma music program.   

I am very excited about this year and the many things we will be learning in 
music class!  My overall goal is for each child to develop the concepts, skills, 
and attitudes for a lifetime enjoyment and appreciation of music.  This is 
accomplished through a variety of experiences, such as singing, playing 
instruments, listening, moving, improvising, creating, expressing, and 
performing.  

Class Offerings/Electives 

Paakuma’ Choir offers the opportunity to participate in a vocal music 
program dedicated to the pursuit of excellence in music through 
performance.  In this class, students will learn the basic elements of music 
and vocal performance.   Students will also learn and master singing 
techniques, perform a varied repertoire of choral literature, and develop 
singing skills centered on performance in the choral setting.   
 

Paakuma’ Band offers the opportunity for all students who wish to play a 
band instrument.  The class offers instruction on woodwind, brass, and 
percussion instruments with a focus on the skills necessary for long-term 
student success. Fundamentals stressed include proper posture and playing 
position, development of characteristic tone quality and training in music 
literacy. Students will have opportunities to perform a wide repertoire from 
the instrumental repertoire.  

 
 



Paakuma’ Music Theatre:  The primary focus of this class is to 
introduce the basic Elements of a Musical.  Topics will include song 
structure, song types, song placement, and lyric construction.  It will cover all 
the key components in the creation of a musical, from the audition process to 
the final performance. The very beginnings of book musicals will be studied 
from the Greeks through Broadway.  Students will also learn about the 
history of drama and understand its cultural impact.  They will explore the 
fundamentals of acting, and learn how to create dynamic characters through 
script analysis.  Each semester will culminate with a musical production. 
 
 
Paakuma’ Keyboard: Students will have the opportunity to develop the 
skills necessary for playing piano literature and in reading music notation.  
Students study various composers and pianists(keyboardists), the history of 
keyboard instruments, and develop discrimination and critical judgment in 
music that is heard or produced.  Students will experience opportunities for 
growth in the understanding of musical elements (rhythm, melody, form, 
harmony, expressive elements, tempo, and style. 
 

***Parents/Guardians will be given detailed information regarding 
performances *** 

 
Tentative Performances include: Winter Concert, Fall Musical (ÒMonster 
MadnessÓ) Spring Concert, Spring Musical (ÒThe Wizard of OZÓ) District 
Honor Choir, MIOSM (Music In Our School Month)  

 
Please feel free to contact me via email (Ronald.lowe@sbcusd.k12.ca.us) 
or school telephone (909 355-3131  ext. 201341 if you need to reach me. My 
conference period is 12:17-12:51 on Monday; and 11;04 -11:59 Tuesday 
through Friday,   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

Music Class Expectations (ÒNoteÓ-able Behavior) 

1.  Be Safe    6. Be Prepared 
2.  Be Respectful   7. Be on Time 
3.  Be Honest    8. Be Ready to Learn and Improve 
4.  Be Positive    9. Be Involved in the Class/Lesson 
5.  Be a Learner   10. Be Your BEST 

 
Mr. LoweÕs Classroom Rules/Guidelines 

1. Listen and follow directions 

2. Raise your hand before speaking or leaving your seat 

3. Respect your classmates and your teacher 

4. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself 

5. Use of Cell Phones/personal electronic devices are not allowed 

6. No food, drink, or gum is allowed in the music room. (Bottled water is 
 okay)                  

7. Take proper care of instruments and musical equipment. 

8. Do not play your instrument unless instructed by the teacher. 

9. Respect school property 

10. Take care of water, restroom, or other personal business before class            
begins. Students will be allowed to use the restroom when there is an urgent 
need.   

      

 



PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention and Support) 

16 Survival Skill 

1. Staying on Task    2. Getting the TeacherÕs Attention 

3. Making an Apology    4. Asking for Help 

5. Using Appropriate Voice Tone  6. Resisting Peer Pressure 

7. Disagreeing Appropriately   8. Asking Permission 

9. Listening      10. Following Instruction 

11. MYOB(Mind Your Own Business) 12. Accepting Criticism 

13. Accepting ÒNOÓ for and Answer 14. Working with Others 

15. Waiting your Turn    15. Giving Criticism 

 

BEHAVIOR 

PaakumaÕ Contract (Follow the guidelines in the PaakumaÕ Contract 2017-18) 

Grades will be posted into AERIES in a timely manner and updated weekly.  

Please establish an Aeries account and check periodically.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grading Policy  

Grades will based upon the following: 
 
Performances (Choir and Band)  
Class Assignments 
Participation 
Quizzes/Tests 
Attendance/Behavior 
Practice Logs (Band only) 
 
 
 
 
 
Letter Grade    
A+   100-97 
A     96-93 
A-     92-90 
B+      89-87 
B       86-83 
B-      82-80 
C+    79-77 
C    76-73 
C-    72-70 
D+    69-67 
D    66-63 
D-    62-60 
F    59 and below 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



 
I have read, understand, and will follow the rules and guidelines for 
 the PaakumaÕ Music Program for 2017-2018. 
 
 
 Student Name: ______________________________________  
 
 Student Signature: ___________________________________ 
 
 Date: _____________ 
 
 
 
 
 Parent/Guardian: ____________________________________ 
 
 Signature: __________________________________________ 
 
 Date: ______________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     ***Please return this page to Mr. Lowe on/before Friday, August 11th *** 


